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Head of Catholic
uni leaves after
just ten months

BY STUART GRAHAM

THE president of St Augustine College,
Dr Madge Karecki, has resigned her
post on medical grounds, less than a

year after taking office. 
Brian Scallan, chairman of the St Augus-

tine board of directors, said the board, staff
and students were “greatly saddened” by Dr
Karecki’s departure from South Africa’s only
Catholic university. 

“Dr Karecki steered the college out of a fi-
nancial crisis and has set it on a firm course
for which we are deeply grateful,” Mr
Scallan said of the US-born nun.

Professor Nicholas Rowe, the academic
dean of St Augustine, will fulfil the tasks of
the president until the board of directors
makes a new appointment. 

Dr Karecki is a Sister of St Joseph of the
Third Order of St Francis (SSJ-TOSF). 

“I have had health problems and recently
I lost an eye,” Sr Karecki told The Southern
Cross. “My religious superiors thought it
would be better for me to return to
Chicago.”

Sr Karecki said one of her priorities when
she took charge at St Augustine’s was to es-
tablish a new board.

“We had to find people who would be
dedicated,” she said. “I contacted people I
knew from before and they led me to other
people. We formed a good active board who
are working to bring about new level of sus-
tainability. They are getting it right.”

During Dr Karecki’s tenure as president of
St Augustine, the college successfully nego-
tiated for and secured financial support
from the Southern African Catholic Bishops’
Conference and the Catholic Order of the
Knights of Da Gama, which resulted in the
official re-launch of the College on May 13. 

The support ensured that the college re-
mained at its present campus in Victory
Park, Johannesburg, which the institution
otherwise would have had to sell.

She said a formidable challenge faced by
the university now was to enrol more stu-
dents. She appealed for Catholics to support
the university, especially when undergradu-
ate progammes resume, planned for 2016.

“We need students. Catholic universities

are always open to all races, all religions and
those with no religion—but we need sup-
port of Catholics so we can grow,” she said.

The university, which stresses the hu-
manities and life-long learning, has small
enough classes to give individual attention
to students, creating “remarkable results”,
she said.

“We are trying to get the word out, to
show what we offer uniquely,” she said. 

The university aims through excellent
teaching and rigorous research to form stu-
dents into “ethical and responsible leaders”,
Sr Karecki said.

“While refocusing its educational offer-
ings, under Dr Madge’s leadership the col-
lege continued to serve the critical needs of
higher education in South Africa and the
African continent by fostering ethical lead-
ership in all sectors of society” Mr Scallan
said.

In addition to her presidential functions,
Dr Karecki taught the undergraduate course
on missiology, published a number of arti-
cles and attended local conferences and
seminars. 

Dr Karecki was the second woman presi-
dent of St Augustine, after Schoenstatt Sister
Edith Raidt, the university’s founding presi-
dent.
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Young Italians were touched
by their Swaziland mission

BY STUART GRAHAM

AGROUP of young Italians who spent a
month exploring Swaziland as “simple
missionaries” say they have experienced

the beauty and kindness of Africa but also the
incredible hardship.

The group, who were invited to the king-
dom by Bishop José Luís Ponce de León of
Manzini, spent much of their time exploring
missions where they were confronted with
hardships such as tuberculosis, Aids and
poverty.

“We have found that in Swaziland there is
widespread tuberculosis and that hospitals are
equipped to treat this disease for free,” the
group said in blogpost of their experience.

The group said they had visited schools
where they found classes packed with between
50 and 70 pupils each. A large number of the
pupils had HIV or were Aids orphans. 

“Many of the schools have been built and
run by Catholics, but Catholics throughout
Swaziland are only 5%,” the group said. 

Bishop Ponce de León said planning for the
trip started at the beginning of the year when
the superior-general of the Sisters of St Peter
Claver asked him if he knew a place where a
group of young people could have a mission-
ary experience for one month.

“I thought...why not Swaziland,” said
Bishop Ponce de León. “After consulting in
the diocese I suggested they come here.”

The bishop met the group before they

came to Swaziland in the town of Nichelino
when he was in Italy. 

The group come to the diocese “not just to
visit and to know about our joys and struggles
but would also be available to give a hand, be
with the people, play and pray with them”, he
said.

“I believe their main concern was to make
sure they would be ‘with the people’,” he said.

Three parishes hosted the group: Good
Shepherd, St Peregrine’s and St Mary’s.

“The first day they stayed in Manzini and
we introduced them to four important topics:
the Church, culture, the political situation,
and HIV/Aids,” the bishop said. “They had to
have their eyes open to see and their ears and
heart to listen so that they could be touched
by the particular reality of the place and of
each person.”

Bishop Ponce de León said he made it clear
to the group that it was important that they
were able to adapt.

“One organises many things but it is not al-
ways possible to do as planned.  They under-
stood, adapted and saw that as an opportunity
to learn something new,” he said.

The group did not want to be seen as “Fa-
ther Christmas”. The gifts they brought were
left for distribution by the communities.

“Their time with the people was just to be
with them,” said Bishop Ponce de León. “They
had the kind of simplicity that made them
welcomed in every place.”

Young Italian missionaries, and two nuns, show their exuberance on the beach of St Lucia in the
vicariate of Ingwavuma, KwaZulu-Natal. They spent a month in Swaziland at the invitation of
Bishop José Luis Ponce de León, who also took this photo.

Sr Madge Karecki, who has left St Augustine
College, South Africa’s only Catholic university,
after ten months in charge for health reasons.
During her short tenure, the US-born nun was
instrumental in securing the future of the uni-
versity.
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Liturgical items for all your
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albs, chasubles, surplices,
altar linen, chalices,
torches, tabernacles, altar
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E-mail: catholicliturgicalarts@gmail.com
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20 mins from Pietermaritzburg. 

Contact Veronica 083 784 7455, Email redacres@omi.org.za 

The provincial choir of Saarland, Germany, sings at a Mass in the church of
the Annunciation in Milnerton, Cape Town. The choir, which comprises the
best singers from the state’s various choirs, was in South Africa at the invita-
tion of the University of Stellenbosch and performed in Johannesburg, Preto-
ria, Durban, Mariannhill, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town. In Milnerton, the
choir presented a cheque of R30 000 it had raised for HOPE Cape Town to
the organisation’s co-founder, Fr Stefan Hippler, who concelebrated the
Mass with parish priest Fr Stan Botha. The Mass also honoured
Milnerton/Brooklyn parish’s deacon, Rev Derek Kalil. 

Glenmore school
chapel seeks bell

BY STUART GRAHAM

THE Holy Family College in
Durban is appealing for
help in raising funds for

carpets, curtains and a church
bell to be used in the ringing of
the Angelus at its new primary
school.

“The new primary school is
up and running—functioning
well with learners and teachers,”
Fr Christopher Neville, the
chaplain at Holy Family College
in Glenmore said.

“We are in the process of
completing a media centre and
would appreciate carpeting and

curtaining for it.
“Most importantly the chapel

needs a medium-sized church
bell for use in ringing the An-
gelus.”

Fr Neville said the chapel was
based on a hill where “the melo-
dious sound of the bell will re-
mind Christians in the area of
Jesus and his redemptive work”.

The chapel, he said, could
also teach pupils the Angelus
and “get them into the good
habit of praying it every day at
noon”.
n To help e-mail Bronwyn Arnold
on marketing@holyfamilycol
lege.co.za

BY STUART GRAHAM

AMOVING “typically African”
sermon by Kimberley Bishop
Abel Gabuza in Vryburg at

the end of August raised more
than R100 000 for the education of
future priests working in his dio-
cese.

Fr Reginald Tarimo AJ said
Bishop Gabuza celebrated Mass
with the congregants of the Mo-
rokweng deanery, of Kimberley
diocese, and delivered a charis-
matic homily explaining the roots
of the Church.

“He made everyone present feel
as though they belonged to the
Church where St Peter is the rock
and the principal founder is Jesus
himself,” said Fr Tarimo.

“In the excitement, the congre-
gation forgot all their miseries and
poverty and other challenges
which they face daily and found
themselves contributing to the
diocese to support the education
of future priests.”

Fr Tarimo, a missionary from

Uganda said the bishop’s homily
was “typically African” and
“touched most of us and when he
came out from behind the altar he
found himself with R101 000…and
the people were saying ‘come
again bishop’”.

During the service ten boys and
16 girls were confirmed into 
the Church. 

“They promised to cooperate
with the bishop to develop the
diocese and the whole Church by
offering themselves to serve in dif-
ference ways, such as to be future
priests, deacons, nuns and to help
at catechism classes when they
were needed,” Fr Tarimo said.

Fr Tarimo explained that the
diocese had enormous work to do
in rural areas, where poverty and
the migration of locals to towns
was affecting the Church.

“In this small town of Vryburg
the bishop scored some points, but
has a lot to do in rural areas where
poverty is rampant and people are
emigrating to towns looking for
greener pastures, jobs and a better
life,” Fr Tarimo said..

“Here the bishop needs more
prayers and the direction of the
Holy Spirit.”

Fr Tarimo said Bishop Gabuza
also encouraged the congregants
to pray for peace for the people of
Gaza and Libya and to remember
those affected by Ebola in West
Africa.

Sermon raises R101 000!

Bishop Abel Gabuza 

BY ILLA THOMPSON

DURBAN’S eThekwini munici-
pality has honoured Denis
Hurley Centre Project coordi-

nator Paddy Kearney by awarding
him the title of “Living Legend”.

The eThekwini Living Legends
Awards aims to honour the great suc-
cess achieved by past and present res-
idents of Durban who have
diligently dedicated their skills to up-
lift communities and contributed
immensely to service the society at
large. 

The seventh annual Living Leg-
ends Awards formed part of the mu-
nicipality’s Heritage Month
celebrations and was hosted this
month at Inkosi Albert Luthuli Inter-
national Convention Centre.

Much of Mr Kearney’s work is
done through faith-based organisa-
tions and non-governmental organ-
isations working towards creating a
non-violent society.

He is the former director of the
Diakonia Council of Churches and
the author of the biography of Arch-
bishop Denis Hurley, Guardian of the
Light (2009).

Living in Glenwood and formally
retired, his current position is project
coordinator for the new Denis Hur-
ley Centre currently being built in
the inner city. 

The new building will provide an
enabling environment for care, edu-
cation and community for the poor-
est of the poor in one of the most
diverse and challenging neighbour-
hoods of down-town inner-city Dur-
ban. The Denis Hurley Centre (DHC)
will be a legacy project honouring

the late Archbishop Hurley, who is
considered by many to be the most
significant Catholic leader in South
Africa in the second half of the 20th
century. 

Mr Kearney, supported by enthu-
siastic volunteers, has tirelessly cam-
paigned for years to get sufficient
funds to build such an ambitious
building as the DHC, a huge task in
the current financial climate. The
building is costing R31 million to
build and 97% of necessary funds
have been secured. Once sufficient
funds have been sourced to complete
the building, fundraising will con-
tinue to equip, furnish and staff the
centre. 

Among other 2 914 Living Leg-
ends recipients were swimming leg-
end Penny Heyns, jazz pianist
Themba Mkhize, Human Rights Ac-
tivist Paddy Meskin, politician Jeff
Radebe, choreographer Jay Pather
and maskandi artist Zibokwakhe
“Phuzekhemisi” Mnyandu.

Paddy Kearney is the recipient of
the Living Legends Award. 
(Photo: Jon Ivins, jonivins.com)

BY DYLAN APPOLIS

ACATHOLIC organisation
concerned with rural chil-
dren has opened its sixth

clothing charity shop.   
Help the Rural Child opened its

shop in Cape Town’s Adderley
Street, next to the Groote Kerk, in
aid of supporting rural children
from the Trust Path Out of Poverty
rural youth centre (POP), an initia-
tive of the Catholic organisation
Goedgedacht.

When The Southern Cross en-
tered the charity shop, the staff
members, trustees, volunteers and
other who contributed filled the
store, waiting impatiently for the
store to formally open. 

Black plastic bags covered the
windows so that people outside

couldn’t get a sneak preview of the
store. Customers were lining up
outside. As soon as the black plas-
tic was taken off the windows,
they jumped at the chance to do
their shopping.

“I would like to give thanks to
the rural children of Goedgedacht
as they were a great inspiration to
us, we will continue to support
them,” Nicolette Antonie, coordi-
nator of Help the Rural Child, said
at the opening ceremony.

Three new employers were in-
troduced: Debby Ann Gelant, Can-
dice Ann Fields and Kashiefa
Blaauw, who will be managing the
store. They were invited to cut the
ribbon on behalf of the charity
shop.

The shop and each staff mem-

ber were blessed with holy water
and a candle was lit to bring peace
to the store and all who entered. 

Wellness Warehouse has been
supporting Help the Rural Child
from the start. The health and
wellness retailer supports the or-
ganisation as its chosen charity.

Carlos Gomes, managing direc-
tor of Wellness Warehouse said
that “it’s a good idea to have the
shop in Adderley Street. It has a lot
of foot traffic, which will encour-
age people to come into the store
and support Help the Rural Child.”
He said he was impressed with the
shop’s layout. 
n Help the Rural Child, 39 Adderley
Street, Tel: (021) 461 3145. Email:
ruralchild@talkomsa.net

Sixth charity shop for kids’ NGO
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Order from books@scross.co.za 
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or call 021 465-5007 or buy at 10 Tuin Plein, Cape Town

SouthernCrossBOOKS
Chris Moerdyk
MOERDyK FILES
A collection of the best Southern Cross
columns by one of South Africa’s most popu-
lar writers. Read about the day Nelson Man-
dela was sentenced, what the great thurible
swinger did at Mass, why a 400km detour was
made to save the parents’ blushes, and much
more...  Only R150 (plus p&p)

Günther Simmermacher
THE HOLy LAND TREK: 
A Pilgrim’s Guide to the Holy Land
Let Günther Simmermacher guide you with
insight and humour through the great sites of
the Holy Land and Jordan on a virtual itiner-
ary, examining the great sites of the region
and their history. Only R150 (plus p&p)

Owen Williams
ANy GIVEN SUNDAy  
An anthology of the best columns written by
the late Owen Williams, The Southern Cross’
long-time contributor. First published in 2004,
Any Given Sunday is a wonderful way to
spend time with a first-class raconteur and
man of deep faith. Only R80 (plus p&p)

Second-year students from the tourism faculty of the Cape Peninsula Univer-
sity of Technology (CPUT) organised a fun day for the children at St
Joseph’s Home for chronically ill children in Montana, Cape Town. Apart from
attractions such as the jumping castle and ten-pin bowling, the arrival of the
local fire brigade with a fire engine caused great excitement for the children.
Some of the children are pictured in front of the fire truck with firefighters,
volunteers and the CPUT students. (Photo: Ashika Kalan)

BY STAFF REPORTER

THE oldest and longest serving
priest in the Archdiocese of
Cape Town, died on Septem-

ber 2 at the age of 101.
Anthony Seba was born in Cape

Town on November 14, 1912 and
was ordained a priest on March 3,
1938.

Bishop Reginald Cawcutt, re-
tired auxiliary in Cape Town, re-
called first meeting Mgr Seba
many years ago when the priest
visited him in hospital following
an appendix operation.

“He was ordained a priest be-
fore I was born, and I am 76,” said
Bishop Cawcutt.

He recalled the time when he
took over Simon’s Town parish
from Mgr Seba, “many years ago”.

“Simon’s Town parish was full
of rats at the time,” he said. “Fr
Seba got me in the corner and said:
‘You don’t need to drown all the
rats’ I already drowned them.’”

Mgr Seba was cared for by Fr
Hugh O’Connor in the last years of
his life. 

The late monsignor was the
last-born child of John and Mary
Seba. He was baptised in St Mary’s
cathedral and started schooling
with the Cabra Dominican Sisters
at St Mary’s. 

After making his First Com-
munion he became an altar server
and served until he was accepted
by Bishop Bernard O’Riley for
studies to the priesthood. 

In 1932 he was sent to Rome to
begin his studies at Propaganda
Fide. His fellow students included
Mgr Con Lynch and Cardinal
Owen McCann.

In 1938, after completing his
studies, he returned to Cape Town
and began to minister under
Bishop Francis Henneman SAC
who sent him as curate to Holy
Cross in Nile Street, District Six.

After serving at Holy Cross for
two years he was appointed as one
of the curates at St Mary’s cathe-
dral. For the next ten years he
ministered to the people of St
Mary’s, serving also as the first of-
ficial Catholic chaplain to the Roe-
land Street jail.

In 1950 he was appointed to Ss
Simon and Jude church
in Simon’s Town as
well as chaplain to the
Royal Navy and later
the South African
Navy.

During the time of
forced removals under
the Group Areas Act he
appeared before the
Group Areas board tes-

tifying against forced removals in
Simon’s Town. He received a letter
of appreciation from the Simon’s
Town Group Areas Liaison Com-
mittee for his efforts.

Mgr Seba was sent to Pinelands
in 1960, where he took up resi-
dence at St Vincent Pallotti Hospi-
tal. 

The Pinelands church at this
time was in essence a Mass centre
served from the hospital. During
his time in Pinelands he oversaw
the building of the hall, the pur-
chase of the presbytery, and the
beautification of the grounds.

In 1977 he travelled to Rome to
attend the canonisation by Pope
Paul VI of St Charbel Makhluf, a
relative of his on his father’s side
of the family. 

Fr O’Connor said the canonisa-
tion of his relative brought him
“great joy and happiness as well as
a tremendous sense of pride”.

Mgr Seba moved to St Theresa’s
in Camps Bay in 1988. In 1992 he
was made a prelate of honour and
thus became a monsignor, a recog-

nition by the Church of his long
years of faithful service. 

In 1991 he moved back to St
Mary’s cathedral where in retire-
ment he continued to assist the
parish when necessary.

Of his priesthood he said: “I
cannot imagine what my life
would have been without it. It has
given me, even on a human level,
all that I prize most. It has allowed
me to develop as me. It has been
an enrichment of my mind, my
heart and personality as nothing
else could have done. I believe that
without it my life would have
been an arctic waste”.

Mgr Seba died at Nazareth
House in Cape Town. He lived dur-
ing the pontificates of Popes Pius
X, Benedict XV, Pius XI, Pius XII,
John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul I,
John Paul II, Benedict XVI and
Francis. 

Mgr Seba’s Requiem Mass was
scheduled to be held at Christ the
King Church, Pinelands, on Sep-
tember 9, followed by burial at
Woltemade cemetery.

Mgr Anthony Seba at Nazareth House on the 75th anniversary of ordination
last year.

KEy RESPONSIBILITIES:
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Nazareth House requires an experienced 
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who has a passion for caring for the elderly,
to provide high standard of patient care

within the Enrolled Nurse’s Scope of 
Practice and to apply our Core Values in

their daily tasks. 

Please forward your CV to Sr M Duvenhage at 
madelein@nazhouse.co.za or fax it to 086 600 1460

BY DYLAN APPOLIS

HUNDREDS of Catholics took
to the streets of Durban to
create awareness of the suf-

ferings Christians at the hands of
the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. 

The peaceful placard demon-
stration outside St Joseph’s church
in Morningside was organised by
parish priest Fr Desmond Royap-
pen and supported by hundreds of
Catholics, as well as by Muslims
and Hindus. 

“The placard demonstration is a
public act of our faith that we as a
Catholic community condemn the
killing and persecution of all peo-
ple for religious reasons,” Fr Roy-
appen said.

The Muslim Judicial Council
(MJC) endorsed the protests, say-
ing that it supports initiatives
which “reject violence, hate
speech and activities which harm
the fabric of human society.”

Bishop Barry Wood, auxiliary in
Durban, told The Southern Cross
that it is “a good thing” that Mus-
lims are standing up by showing
their support together with the
Catholic community against the
killings and persecutions in Syria
and Iraq.

Fr Royappen led the crowd
through the streets in prayer and

singing and giving a short speech
about the gift of life, emphasising
that Christians must promote life. 

He reminded the demonstrators
of the terrible suffering of the peo-
ple in Iraq, Syria and even in
Africa, and asked them to pray for
the schoolgirls who have been
held hostage in Nigeria since April.  

The crowd chanted, “Stop ISIS
killing Christians” as drivers of
cars and taxis hooted in a show of
support.

“The crowd was very lively with
many people holding placards that
condemned [the Islamic State],
calling for the United Nations to
stop the persecution of Christian
communities and other minority
groups, many of whom have been
beheaded or crucified,” Fr Royap-
pen said, noting that “those who
survived have lost everything”.

Fr Royappen explained that
Pope Francis has called for prayer
and action.  

“It would be wonderful for all
parishes to do similar demonstra-
tions across the country and unite
as a Catholic community against
the killing and persecution of
Christians. It is time we take a
stand for our faith and be bold wit-
nesses of Christ,” Fr Royappen
said.

Catholics protest
against persecution 
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HOLy SITES TRAVEL

Contact Elna, Tel: 082 975 0034
E-mail: elna@holysites.co.za

Join us on a pilgrimage to 
the HOLy LAND as we 

follow the Footsteps of Jesus
May 2015, Price R25,000.00, [T&C apply] 

JACOBS WELL RETREATS
2014Preached RetreatFr Scott Davidson CssR

Theme: On retreat with St Paul
3 to 12 October 2014

Directed retreats: R1 800
Preached Retreats: R1 600

BOOKINGSJacob’s Well RetreatP O Box 41,Botha’s Hill, 3660Phone: 031 765-1959Fax: 031 765-8199jacobswell@ibound.co.za

Directed RetreatSr Deidre Harman IVBM Preached RetreatFr Sunday Ikpe OSA
Theme: Discipleship and Witness,a Radical Choice
11 to 20 December 2014

20 to 28 March 2015
Directed RetreatFr Manuel Casillas MCCJ Preached RetreatScott Davidson CssR

2015

2 to 11 October 2015
Directed RetreatFr Mike Foley OMI Preached RetreatFr Mokone Rathokoa OMI

10 to 19 December 2015
Directed RetreatTBA Preached RetreatFr Sunday Ikpe OSA

FAMILY CONFERENCE
FAMILY FAITH AND FUN DAY

Guest speakers, mini workshops
on relevant family issues

Download poster
and registration flyers from

www.marfam.org.za/2014familyconference
https://familydesk.sacbc.org.za

Co-hosted by
SACBC Family Life Desk

Radio Veritas
MARFAM

The Salesian Family
Johannesburg Archdiocesan

Family Life Department

Contact information
Booking: 011 949 2361

Fax: 086 680 5420
bookings@boscocentre.co.za

Further Information
Toni Rowland 082 552 125
trowland@sacbc.org.za
toni@marfam.org.za

BISHOPS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
2014-2016

A FOCUS ON FAMILIES

Mob boss: Kill this priest
BY JUDITH HARRIS

The Italian bishops’ conference
has sent a message of solidar-
ity to Fr Luigi Ciotti, founder

of Libera, a network of Italian anti-
Mafia associations, following an ap-
parent threat to his life from a
Sicilian Mafia boss.

Police in Palermo, Sicily, over-
heard Salvatore “Toto” Riina, 83,
imprisoned boss of the Corleone or-
ganisation, tell a fellow prisoner
that Fr Ciotti, 68, was “a priest to be
eliminated” and  “akin to Don Pino
Puglisi”. The Catholic Church itself,
he said, “is interfering”.

Fr Giuseppe “Pino” Puglisi, mur-
dered on his 56th birthday in 1993,
was the first declared Catholic mar-
tyr to have been killed by the Mafia;
he was beatified by Pope Francis on
May 25, 2013.

Every March 21, Libera observes
a day in memory of innocent vic-
tims of organised crime. This year,
Pope Francis joined Fr Ciotti on
that date for a prayer vigil with fam-
ily members of Mafia victims,
where the pope implored mobsters
to “change your lives, convert, stop

doing evil” and turn away from the
road to hell.

Although Riina’s overheard re-
marks were made in September
2013, Fr Ciotti did not learn of the
threat to his life until recently,
when an Italian journalist phoned
him asking for comment.

Court records show Italy’s inte-
rior ministry knew of Riina’s threat
several months earlier.

Fr Ciotti, who already has two
bodyguards, told the Italian daily La
Repubblica that the authorities’ si-
lence showed a “lack of respect for
the two policemen who accompany
me every day”.

The threats, he went on to say,
“extend to all those, in these 20
years of Libera, who have commit-
ted themselves to justice and dig-
nity in our country. Only through
working together can we oppose
the mafias and corruption.”

Riina, nicknamed “The Beast”, is
believed to have killed several
dozen people personally and to
have ordered the deaths of count-
less others. He is serving two life
sentences in a maximum-security
prison.—CNS

The inhumanity of ISIS
BY SIMON CALDwELL

AN Iraqi Christian woman has
described how her 3-year-old
daughter was abducted by Is-

lamist terrorists.
Christina Khider Abada was

seated beside her mother, Ayda
Abada, on a bus when captors from
the Islamic State (ISIS) snatched her
and took her away.

According to an account by the
mother, who followed her daughter
off the bus, the crying child was
passed from one militant to another
while Ayda Abada begged for her to
be returned.

Finally, the terrorists pointed
guns in the face of the mother and
told her to get back on the bus or
they would kill her.

Fellow refugee Sahar Mansour
interviewed Ayda Abada and her
husband, Khider Abada, as they cir-
culated pictures of their daughter in
Ankawa refugee camp, near Irbil,
Iraq, in the hope of gaining infor-
mation about the toddler’s where-
abouts.

In an e-mail to Catholic News
Service, Ms Mansour said the ab-
duction occurred on August 24 in
the Syriac Christian town of
Qaraqosh, Iraq, which had fallen to
Islamic State militants the night of
August 6-7.

Khider Abada is blind, so the
family did not flee their home.
They were among 30 Christian fam-
ilies to remain in the town as the
fighters arrived.

The Islamic State fighters began
to cleanse the town of Christians
after about a week, mainly by put-
ting villagers on buses, which were
then driven toward Kurdish-con-
trolled territory—but also, accord-
ing to Amnesty International—by
abducting girls and young women.

Ayda Abada said the family was
first ordered by the fighters to go to
a health centre on the pretext of
undergoing simple health checks,
but they were later robbed of all
their possessions and told to board
a bus.

In her e-mail, Ms Mansour re-

ported that the mother said she
seated Christina beside her, but re-
called, “then one of ISIS men came
and had a look over the bus and
saw my daughter Christina”.

“He took her out of the bus and
ISIS man went [with Christina] to
the direction of the health centre.

“Then later, another older man
from the terrorists came from the
health centre and was carrying
Christina, and came straight to me
and asked me: ‘Is this your daugh-
ter?’” Ayda Abada continued.

“I said yes. Both of us, Christina
and myself, were crying. I told them
many times that Christina is a little
baby and she is innocent, she is just
a little baby girl, and I pleaded
[with] them and begged his mercy
to allow my child to return to me,”
she told Ms Mansour.

“I told them that she is very lit-
tle, [and asked] what kind of crime
she had done. Then the ISIS men
told me in aggressive way: ‘If you
want your daughter, we will kill
you.’ Then these men put the gun
to my head and with violent tone
forced me to get back in the bus.”

The abduction was included in a
report by Amnesty International
called “Iraq: Ethnic Cleansing on
Historic Scale: the Islamic State’s
Systematic Targeting of Minorities
in Northern Iraq” after Ayda Abada
spoke to representatives of the
human rights group.

She also described the abduction
of her daughter in an interview
with Irbil-based Ishtar TV.—CNS

Ice bucket dare poses ethical dilemma
BY MARK PATTISON

THIS year’s ice bucket challenge
craze has netted nearly $100
million in donations for the

ALS Association.
Celebrities and commoners alike

are taking to social media, posting
videos of themselves getting doused
with ice-cold water, and challeng-
ing four friends to do the same: Get
an ice-cold soaking, make a dona-
tion, or both, all for the purpose of
fighting amyotrophic lateral sclero-
sis or Lou Gehrig’s disease.

But because the ALS Association
has acknowledged conducting re-

search using embryonic stem cells—
a practice opposed by the Catholic
Church, and one the association
said is funded by one specific donor
and is coming to an end—a few dio-
ceses have recommended making
donations instead to the John Paul
II Medical Research Institute
(www.jp2mri.org), which conducts
ALS research without using such
cells.

The institute focuses on develop-
ing core technologies that all dis-
eases need, and doing this within a
pro-life value system.

Compared to what the ALS Asso-

ciation is pulling in from the chal-
lenge, the institute’s income thus
far has been, well, a drop in the
bucket, but it represents a 100% in-
crease in donations.

Dr Alan Moy, who co-founded
the institute in 2006 with his wife
Jeanne, said many of the adult stem
cells created at the institute have
therapeutic potential for ALS.

The institute hopes to “scale up”
its activities, Dr Moy said, including
recruitment of more ALS patients
around the globe to find the best
lead drug candidates for entering
into clinical trials.—CNS

Pope to wed 20 Rome couples
BY CAROL GLATZ

POPE Francis will preside over
his first wedding ceremony as
pontiff during a nuptial Mass in

St Peter’s basilica on September 14.
Twenty couples from the diocese

of Rome will be married by the pope,
the bishop of Rome.

The ceremony will come just a
few weeks before the start of the ex-
traordinary Synod of Bishops on the
family, from October 5-19.

Since Pope Benedict XVI never

publicly presided over a marriage
ceremony as pope, the ceremony
will be the first papal celebration of
a wedding since 2000, when St John
Paul II married eight couples from
different parts of the world as part of
the Jubilee for Families.

St John Paul presided over an-
other joint wedding for a group of
couples in 1994 as part of his cele-
bration of the International Year of
the Family. He also married a num-
ber of other couples at private
Masses.—CNS

Fr Luigi Ciotti, founder of the Italian anti-Mafia group Libera, at a prayer serv-
ice with Pope Francis for victims of the Mafia in Rome in March. Police in
Sicily said they overheard an imprisoned Mafia boss tell a fellow prisoner that
Fr Ciotti was “a priest to be eliminated”. (Photo: Paul Haring/CNS) 

Christina Khider Abada, 3, seen
on a poster, aftter she was taken
from her mother and abducted by
Islamic State terrorists. (Photo:
Sahar Mansour/CNS) 



BY CAROL GLATZ

POPE Francis’ choice of Albania
as the destination of his first in-
ternational trip in Europe re-

flects his trademark pastoral
approach: head to the peripheries,
bring healing to the suffering.

But his September 21 visit to the
poor, Muslim-majority nation also
will highlight, to a world increas-
ingly torn apart by sectarian strife, a
hopeful example of Muslims and
Christians living in harmony.

“The presence of the pope will say
to the people: ‘See you can work to-
gether,’” Pope Francis told reporters
last month, praising the Albanian
government’s efforts to promote in-
terreligious cooperation.

“The pope values this, wants to
show Albania as an example and en-
courage it,” said Fr Gjergj Meta,
media coordinator for the archdio-
cese of Tirana-Durres.

Catholics make up only about
16% of Albania’s 3 million inhabi-
tants; about 65% are Muslim and
20% Orthodox.

Yet Muslims, Orthodox Christians
and even people of no faith “see the
pope as a charismatic person who de-
fends the weak and the voiceless”, Fr
Meta said.

Luigj Mila, secretary-general of
the Albanian bishops’ peace and jus-
tice commission, said he expects a
large number of Muslims to welcome
the pope.

Mr Mila said Albania’s interreli-
gious harmony is rooted in people’s
common ethnicity and shared his-
tory of persecution, starting with the
Ottoman incursions in the 14th cen-
tury.

Starting in 1944, Stalinist dictator
Enver Hoxha sought to cleanse the
country of all religion, even passing
a 1967 constitutional law that
banned any trace of the divine,
which made Albania the first and so-
far only atheist nation.

Catholics were disproportionally
targeted, Mr Mila said, because “they
had been warning about the dangers
of communism.”

Almost all of Albania’s fewer than
200 priests were jailed and scores
killed. Countless laypeople and reli-
gious faced arrest, torture, firing
squads, concentration camps and
forced labour while thousands of
places of worship were confiscated.

Though Catholics passed down
their beliefs in secret, they had no

religious structures or institutions to
help pick up the pieces once the
communist dictatorship dissolved in
the early 1990s.

That’s what made St John Paul II’s

visit in 1993 so important to the
then-newly democratic nation.

Albanians saw the Polish pope as
a vision of hope, “a prophet bringing
good news to everyone”, upholding
the freedom of conscience and
human dignity, said Albert  Nikolla,
coordinator in Albania of the papal
trip.

Two decades later, Albania enjoys
religious freedom but still grapples
with corruption, a lack of infrastruc-
ture and an ancient vigilante code in
the north that affects thousands of
families, many of them Catholics.
Called “blood feuds,” the traditional
Albanian code sanctions the killing
and threats to kill others as revenge
for murder.

The country is also one of the
poorest in Europe, with 17% unem-
ployment and 14% of its people liv-
ing below the poverty line, a
situation that has spurred large-scale
emigration.

Caritas Albania tries to fill in the
gaps and is “the largest charitable or-
ganisation” in the country, helping
some 80000 people every year, said
Mr Nikolla, who is also its di

The biggest challenge for the
Church in Albania today, Fr Meta
said, is meeting people’s social, psy-
chological and spiritual needs. One-
on-one dialogue, trying to
“understand the human person, lis-
ten to what they are going though
and see their heart” needs to be the
priority in these situations.

Before the Church can be an ef-
fective teacher of the faith, it “has to
be a force that heals”, Fr Meta said,
in words that recalled Pope Francis’
description of the Church as a “field
hospital after battle”.—CNS
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Idyllic landscape opposite Rietvlei Nature Reserve & dam. Retreats
for both individuals and groups, prayer and spiritual growth, spiri-
tual direction, rest & contemplation, Franciscanism, formation,
peace-work & ethical training, any pastoral needs and ecumenical
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workshops, training lectures, team building programs, or weddings.

50 en-suite, double,
sunny rooms in gardens.
Lecture/meeting rooms.
Excellent meals for 60 or
more. Reflective chapel
seats 100 plus
25 Kort St Rietvalleirand
Pretoria. Half-hour to
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(off new R21 highway)
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PADRE PIO CENTRE 
TRANQUIL, RUSTIC & SAFE FRANCISCAN SURROUNDINGS

For enquiries or emailed brochure contact Mr Roland Wagner
Tel: 012 345 5290 or 081 540 7605 Cell: 072 401 4029

rolandwagner14@gmail.com
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Contact: Brother Evenie Turner O.F.M.
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Do you feel called to the
Franciscan way of life?
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Easter Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
Led by Lionel Samuel 

01-09 April 2015
Pilgrimage to Fatima, garabandal,
Lourdes, Dozulè, Liseux and Paris

Led by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI
10-23 May 2015

Pilgrimage to Italy-Shroud of Turin,
Passion Play in 

Sordevolo, Milan, Rome, 
Verona, Venice

Led by Father Victor Phalana 
09-21 June 2015

Holy Land Pilgrimage
Led by Father Christopher Townsend

31 August -09 September 2015
Pilgrimage to Fatima, Lourdes ,

Rome and Assisi
Led by Father Robert Mphiwe

07-19 September 2015

Argentine football legend Diego Maradona races for the ball during the inter-
religious “Match for Peace” at Rome’s Olympic Stadium, attended by 20 000
spectators. (CNS photo: Allesandro Di Meo, EPA) 

Scottish archbishops on 
independence referendum

BY SIMON CALDwELL

SCOTLAND’S archbishops have
encouraged Catholics to vote
in the forthcoming referen-

dum on independence—and to pay
attention to the issue of religious
freedom.

The September 18 ballot will de-
cide whether Scotland will break
away from union with England
and Wales after more than 300
years.

Archbishops Philip Tartaglia of
Glasgow and Leo Cushley of St An-
drews and Edinburgh each issued
pastoral messages to encourage
Catholics to help to shape the out-
come of the election.

They did not direct Catholics
precisely how to vote but urged
their participation and asked them
to reflect on issues of concern
when making their decision.

In his message, Archbishop
Tartaglia, president of the Bishops’
Conference of Scotland, called on
voters to decide “in accordance
with their prayerful judgment of
what is best for the future”. 

In a longer pastoral letter, Arch-
bishop Cushley asked the faithful
to have religious freedom at the
forefront of their concerns when
considering how they should vote.

“We are called to promote
peace, integral human develop-
ment and authentic human rights,
and to have a special care for the
poorest and the weakest in soci-
ety,” Archbishop Cushley said.

“We are also concerned for the
rights of all people, to freedom of

conscience and to the right to be-
lieve and to practise their faith,” he
continued. “These freedoms are as
important as they are fragile, as has
been proven all too often, to the
dismay and death of many mil-
lions.”

He added: “These freedoms are
absolutely essential to a modern
democratic society, and we should
always be vigilant of those who
would seek to limit them.”

The archbishop explained that
the promotion of laws “which
allow us to believe, teach and live
our faith and morals is and will al-
ways be of concern to us, whether
at the Scottish, UK or European
levels.” 

“So I encourage you, in the light
of Catholic social teaching, care-
fully to consider the issues and to
do your civic duty on the day it-
self,” he said.

The referendum was called by
the Scottish National Party after it
won Scottish parliamentary elec-
tions by a landslide in 2011. 

The party has fought a long
campaign for the repeal of the
1707 Act of Union that united
Scotland to the rest of Britain.

Opinion polls have repeatedly
found that a small majority say
they are in favour of Scotland re-
maining part of the United King-
dom of Great Britain (England,
Scotland and Wales) and Northern
Ireland, but support for independ-
ence appears to be increasing, and
the narrowing margin is making
the outcome of the vote uncer-
tain.—CNS

Soccer legends play for pope
BY JUDITH HARRIS

TAKING up a suggestion from
Pope Francis, Argentine Diego
Maradona and other football

stars past and present played an “In-
terreligious Match for Peace”, draw-
ing some 20000 spectators to
Rome’s Olympic Stadium and a tele-
vision viewership of 5 million.

“The match is an occasion for
raising funds for solidarity projects,
but above all [for promoting] values
that draw people together, no matter
what their culture or religious
creed,” the pope told the partici-
pants and organisers earlier in the
day, during a private audience at the
Vatican.

The players included the leg-
endary Maradona, 53, who led Ar-
gentina to World Cup victory in

1986, and Italy’s Roberto Baggio, 47.
Andriy Shevchenko of Ukraine asked
the pope to pray for his civil-war-
torn country.

Maradona told reporters he was
deeply moved when he met the
pope: “I hugged him, and I felt
proud to be an Argentine. After
being far from the Church, [I am]
proud of returning to it after God
took my mother. Today I am happy
to be once again with the Church,
with Pope Francis, and to play for
peace.”

Maradona, who has a history of
drug abuse and obesity, played for 90
minutes.

The pope did not attend the
game but appeared in a video shown
at the stadium.

“When people play as a team,
competition, instead of being war,

becomes a seed of peace,” said the
pope, speaking in Spanish. 

Players representing the Pupi
Onlus Foundation, founded by Ar-
gentine football legend Javier
Zanetti and coached by Arsenal
manager Arsène Wenger, defeated
those representing the Catholic
agency Scholas Occurrentes,
founded by Pope Francis, 6-3.

Ticket sale profits from the match
were to go to the “Alternative of
Life” project aiding disadvantaged
children in Buenos Aires.

The line-ups also included Italian
stars Andrea Pirlo, Gianluigi Buffon,
Alessandro del Piero and hat-trick
scorer Mauro Icardi of AS Roma, Ar-
gentines Juan Iturbe and Diego Sime-
one, France’s David Trezeguet,
Chilean Ivan Zamorano, and Colom-
bian Carlos Valderrama.—CNS

Albania ready for papal visit

Pope Francis will make Albania his
first European destination on Sep-
tember 21. (Photo: Alessandra
Tarantino, EPA/CNS) 

also on DStv audio channel 870 & streamed on www.radioveritas.co.za
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Liturgy mistake
FATHER Bonaventure Hinwood

OFM (August 27) is correct in
his observation that a very key

phrase—reference to the ARK—was
missing in the opening sentence of
the first reading for the feast of the
Assumption. 

After checking the sources, I con-
clude that this is a mistake that was
not corrected in the proofreading of
the final texts. 

If anyone notices similar mis-
takes in future it would be advisable
to inform the Liturgy Committee of
the Southern African Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference in Khanya House,
so that corrections can be made in
future editions.

Bishop Edward Risi OMI, 
SACBC Liturgy Committee

We can’t read all
the Bible literally
CHARLTON Andrews (August

20) lists a few examples
where he says Günther Sim-

mermacher in his Holy Week arti-
cle on Pontius Pilate was
inconsistent with what is explicit
in the gospels. 

It is accepted that the gospels
were written some time after the
life of Jesus, and therefore one
must ask who it was that remem-
bered the exact words of Jesus,
Pontius Pilate, Peter and many oth-
ers.

Mr Simmermacher’s footnoted
reply was insightful: “The gospels
reveal the truth about the nature of
Our Lord and God’s plan for hu-
manity.” Therefore it doesn’t mat-
ter if Jesus’ words weren’t recorded
accurately. It is the outline of the
story that counts.

One has to take into context the
era in which the stories in the
gospels took place. The travelling
rabbi (or teacher), Jesus, was obvi-
ously a hope and inspiration to a
subjugated people in an era which

was dominated by the cruel Roman
colonisers, a nation who for sport
enjoyed an outing watching Chris-
tians and Jews being mauled by
lions.

Surely there has to be a degree
of interpretation in stories that
were written almost 2 000 years
ago. For instance, was Lazarus re-
ally dead? Or was he suffering from
depression and Jesus was able to
uplift him out of that state? Was
the deaf man really deaf, or is the
healing story not meant to be figu-
rative?

Patrick Dacey, Johannesburg

Life in the Spirit 
seminars go on
FURTHER to John Lee’s letter,

“Where did the Life in the Spirit
go to?” (August 27), I would like to
give  some background of the sem-
inars.

It started over 40 years ago at
Family of God, Victory Park, Jo-
hannesburg, with Val Halley-
Wright and Pat and Clive Withers.
Val continues to be our beloved
leader and inspiration.

Life in the Spirit seminars con-
tinue to flourish in pockets all over
the country, enriching the
parishes.  The call to evangelise
which our dear Pope Francis is ad-
vocating is part of our joy and serv-
ice to one another.

Our Victory Park group meets
every Tuesday at 7:30pm in the St
Charles parish hall in Victory Park. 

Our Life in the Spirit seminar
takes place annually for a number
of weeks leading up to the Easter
celebrations.

However, we continue to meet
weekly and arrange various semi-
nars and prayer meetings. Our
“Praise and Worship” in particular
delights everyone who attends. 

We began an “Enriching Family
Life” seminar on September 2. 

Val Halley-Wright has written a
book about the introduction of the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal into
South Africa, after Vatican II, titled
To God Be the Glory.

It’s available at our Tuesday
evening meetings in Victory Park,
as mentioned above, or phone at
083 458 1008. The price is R50,
plus postage.

Heather Withers, Johannesburg

Some atheists 
oppose abortion
AN observation in your editorial

(August 13) reads: “...atheists
have a tendency to interpret the
Church’s position on issues such as
abortion in cynically secular terms,
usually equating the Church’s pro-
life philosophy with its perceived
suppression of women. Such views
need correction.”

Abortion is not an atheist prerog-
ative. I know Christians, even some
Catholics, who have had abortions.
The decision for abortion in their
case stemmed not from a denial of
God’s existence but from their put-
ting their own interests before those
of the children of God they were
carrying in their wombs. Some felt
sad and guilty to have this pointed
out to them.

On the other hand, massive
strides have been made globally by
atheists on issues such as abortion,
with the direct converse of cynical
secularism.

The Atheist and Agnostic Pro-
life League (AAPL) espouses a non-
theist, non-religious opposition to
what its adherents describe as the
life-denying horror of abortion.
Their stance is that they seek to
save unborn lives, “because life is
all there is and all that matters, and
abortion destroys the life of an in-
nocent human being” (www.god
lessprolifers.org).

Harmonious and supportive re-
lationships between atheists and
agnostics and Christians flourish in
the group and friends of AAPL.
Dedicated to the sanctity of un-
born life, atheists join marches,
hold meetings, and work to save
unborn life. Online sites offer alter-
natives to abortion. There are more
than six million non-religious pro-
lifers in the United States alone
(www.secularprolife.org).

In a post entitled “The Imago
Dei or why should secularists care
about human life?”, the writer af-
firms: “...we start with the premise
that human beings are valuable,
and build our pro-life position off
that” (blog.secularprolife.org/2014/
06html).

We need to heed the pope’s call
for “a sincere and rigorous dialogue
between the Church and non-be-
lievers as an intimate and indispen-
sable expression of Christian love”.

There is no better way for us to
do so than by appreciating the sin-
cere efforts a large group of atheists
and agnostics are making to save
lives of the unborn and to witness
to the value of life.

Luky Whittle, Kroonstad

Penpal thanks
THANK you for publishing my re-

quest for penfriends earlier this
year.

In total I received six replies;
three of the six letters I decided to
ignore as I thought their intentions
were not good.

The other three replies, however,
are out of the top draw. Our Heav-
enly Father has blessed me with
three of his most precious angels. I
am very grateful for each one of
them, and will always treasure their
friendships.

All praise and thanks to God for
allowing these three individuals to
enter my life.

My door is open to anyone else
who wishes to be my penfriend.
Age, sex and race are not important;
all are welcome.

My postal address is Collin
Achari, Reg# 201527546, Oudt-
shoorn Med A, Private Bag X 65,
Oudtshoorn 6620.

Collin Achari, Oudtshoorn
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Editor: Günther Simmermacher

Saint Denis Hurley?

Opinions expressed in The Southern
Cross, especially in Letters to the Editor,
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Editor or staff of the newspaper, or of the
Catholic hierarchy. The letters page in par-
ticular is a forum in which readers may ex-
change opinions on matters of debate.
Letters must not be understood to neces-
sarily reflect the teachings, disciplines or
policies of the Church accurately. 

Letters can be sent to PO Box 2372,
Cape Town 8000 or editor@scross.co.za

or faxed to 021 465-3850

THIS week a reader proposes
that a cause for the canoni-
sation of Archbishop Denis

Hurley OMI be launched.
The idea to put the late arch-

bishop on the road to eventual
sainthood will resonate with
many who knew and admired the
long-serving archbishop of Dur-
ban. 

Those who propose the cause
for the canonisation of Arch-
bishop Hurley will refer to his per-
sonal holiness, his sense of justice
which underpinned a prophetic
and courageous ministry in op-
posing apartheid, his work on be-
half of the poor and the
marginalised, his emphasis on
mercy which finds an echo in the
words of Pope Francis today, his
tireless work in developing the
English liturgy, and so on.

The critics of such a cause
might question the archbishop’s
position on some matters of the-
ology, and—this is crucial—sug-
gest that the devotion to
Archbishop Hurley is limited in
numbers and unrepresentative in
demography. 

It is no secret that Archbishop
Hurley’s critique of Pope Paul VI’s
1968 encyclical Humanae vitaewas
not widely welcome in the Vati-
can. Some suggest that this pre-
cluded any chance of the
archbishop being made a cardinal,
an honour his supporters believe
he merited.

The reasons for Archbishop
Hurley’s exclusion from the Col-
lege of Cardinals remain the sub-
ject of lively discussion. The most
practical explanation is that in
Cardinal Owen McCann of Cape
Town, the Holy See in 1965 iden-
tified a similarly worthy candidate
with greater faculties for diplo-
macy and affinity for the Roman
way than the outspoken arch-
bishop of Durban.

Whatever positions Arch-
bishop Hurley held, especially in
respect to the theology of the pri-
macy of the conscience, he was
never subjected to censure by the
Holy See. It is possible to support
Archbishop Hurley’s putative
sainthood cause while also dis-
agreeing with him on any number
of positions, because the official
recognition of sainthood, through
canonisation, is bestowed on the
basis of personal holiness.

If the life of Archbishop Hurley
was marked by the personal attrib-
utes we seek in the saints, and
that he proposed no heresy, then
differences in nuances on matters
of doctrine, theology or politics

are mostly immaterial.
Of course, sainthood causes

have been held up for reasons that
did not relate to a candidate’s per-
sonal holiness.

Most prominent of these is the
case of Archbishop Óscar Romero,
who was assassinated by a hit
squad of the military junta of El
Salvador in 1980. The cause was
recently “unblocked” by Pope
Francis, which suggests that either
he does not share the reservations
of his predecessors, or that the
conditions which cause the block-
age no longer exist.

Either way, Archbishop
Romero’s cause was put on ice for
apparently political reasons, not
because there were questions
about his personal holiness. There
may well be an announcement of
Archbishop Romero’s beatifica-
tion fairly soon, especially since
no miracles are required for the
beatification of martyrs (if it is ac-
cepted that the assassination of an
archbishop while he is saying
Mass qualifies as an act of odium
fidei, or hatred of the faith). 

Before a cause for Archbishop
Hurley’s sainthood can be
launched, preliminary investiga-
tions must take place to ascertain
that there are no obstacles in the
path to his eventual canonisation.
Such an investigation would ex-
amine his personal virtues as well
as a thorough study of his writ-
ings, speeches and sermons.

If an investigation reveals ob-
stacles, a cause cannot be
launched.  

However, if no such obstacles
exist, and if there is demonstrable
broad support for the cause, the
archdiocese of Durban, in consul-
tation with the archbishop’s order,
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate,
may see it proper to formally in-
troduce a cause. 

The 100th anniversary of Arch-
bishop Hurley’s birth on Novem-
ber 9, 2015 might indeed be a
propitious occasion to launch it,
as our correspondent suggests. 

At the same time, however,
should there be no sainthood
cause, the admirers of Denis Hur-
ley will nonetheless be certain
that he is with God, available to
intercede on our behalf, and that
his memory is cherished and pre-
served on earth, as it will be with
the opening of the impressive
Catholic centre named after the
archbishop adjacent to his
beloved Emmanuel cathedral.

Surely Archbishop Hurley
would be perfectly satisfied with
that.

RECENTLY Pope Francis re-
portedly removed of obsta-
cles to the cause of the

canonisation of Archbishop  Oscar
Romero.

With that, my mind turns to
the question of a sainthood cause
for Archbishop Denis Hurley OMI
of Durban.

Rome’s displeasure with Arch-
bishop Hurley in his lifetime was
manifest in the apparent refusal to
offer him the red hat. Since his
passing the silence of the official
Church on so fine a bishop is some-
what mysterious for those who saw
in him the marks of sanctity. 

This muted history makes me
wonder whether the previous op-
position to the cause of Arch-
bishop Romero’s canonisation is
not matched by some similar op-
position to any prospective cause
for the canonisation of Archbishop
Hurley. 

It is true that Archbishop
Romero appears to have been both
prophet and martyr. In contrast,
Archbishop Hurley was a prophet
but not a martyr in the usual
fullest sense. 

Nonetheless Archbishop Hurley
was a great, courageous and stead-
fast voice for the poor and power-

less, and their rights to the dignity
of citizenship, in an age of ex-
tended public evil in the exercise
of power. He based his witness
upon the Gospels. 

It therefore seems appropriate
that the question of a saintly life is
raised again now, in what may be
a more sympathetic period than
the pre-Francis era. 

The centenary of Archbishop
Hurley’s birth in November 2015
will be marked by the opening of
the Denis Hurley Centre in Dur-
ban. Is that occasion not a suitable
moment at which to announce an
official beginning of the required
canonisation process for Arch-
bishop Hurley? 

Tim Dunne, Cape Town

Sainthood cause for Hurley

(Please leave your contact details in 
case of donations)

admin@stanthonyshome.org
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REGRETS. We all have them. A bad de-
cision we made, or a decision we
failed to make.

Perhaps I should have thought more
carefully about the consequences of situa-
tion X, or perhaps I should have taken the
risk and been less afraid of the conse-
quences. 

The worst regrets are perhaps those of
broken relationships. A child who grew up
without hearing you say you love them. A
friend whose problems you didn’t have
the energy to deal with. Parents you
should have visited more often, but are
now no longer around.

This last kind of regret is possibly the
worst. Once someone has died, there is no
way to go back and do what we should
have done in life. 

I have spent the last year having a men-
tal argument in my head with a friend I
hadn’t seen for a while. Although we’d
once been close, we had moved into dif-
ferent spaces and had seen very little of
each other over the last few years. 

Last year, a mutual friend gave me news
about him. But I was still sore that we’d
lost touch and so much time had passed,
and so I chose not to pick up the phone,
and instead just played various versions of
the same scene in my mind. In all of
them, I told him that I was angry with
him. 

Last month I found out he had been
killed in a horrible accident. 

It’s strange, the first thing that came to
mind was not that I was still mad at him.
My first thought was: I’ll never be able to
speak with him again. And it wouldn’t
matter what we’d talk about either. What
if I had just picked up the phone…

Regret. I realise now that it’s a debilitat-

ing emotion. Regret is being trapped in a
past you can’t change and stands in the
way of future healing. But I realised last
month that regret also carries with it a
misplaced sense of pride. 

Just think of the language we use when
we express our regrets: “I should have”, “I
could have”, “if only I had...”. This sug-
gests that regret is not about the other, but
about myself. And instead of letting go of
our faults and omissions, we often carry
them through life, like unwieldy luggage
dragged with us wherever we go.  

These regrets trap us in the past and
poison our future relationships. Regret is a
kind of death from which new life cannot
be born.

Fortunately, as Catholics, we have the
ability to discard this crippling baggage.

The sacrament of reconciliation is the gift
the Church gives us to approach Christ in
childlike trust and know that all things
will be made new in the light of God’s

love. It is a place where we can let go of
the past and look forward with hope to
the future. 

Above all, confession is the place where
we can give voice to our regrets and allow
Jesus to mend and heal those things we
cannot. It is where we hand over our mis-
placed pride and humbly say: “Lord, this
is not about me. It is about those I love
and whom you love too. I am powerless to
change the present course of events and a
resolution seems impossible. But, Lord,
with you all things are possible.”

The start of spring is traditionally the
time when we air out and clean our
homes, to welcome the aroma of the bud-
ding flowers and the warmth of the sun.
Perhaps this spring time, we’re also being
called to a spiritual spring clean. 

It is time to get rid of all those regrets
and believe—truly believe—that God’s
spirit can bring peace to those things that
can no longer be fixed and courage to face
those situations which, through grace,
might still be restored. And for something
new to be born.

And as I mourn the loss of a good
friend whom I hope to meet again in
heaven someday, I do so without regret.
Instead, I draw encouragement from St
Paul’s words: “Godly sorrow brings repen-
tance that leads to salvation and leaves no
regret, but worldly sorrow brings death” (2
Cor 7:10).

Regrets? Time for an inner spring-clean

The sacrament of reconciliation can help us
in overcoming regrets. (Photo: Tim Kupsick)

MANY readers could tell me about
some crucifix or cross that means
a great deal to them. It might be

a crucifix in a church or chapel in Durban
or in another city in South Africa. It
might be a crucifix or cross that they saw
elsewhere in Southern Africa or perhaps
in a European church or museum.

As we prepare to celebrate the feast of
the Exaltation of the Cross on September
14, my mind turns to my favourite cruci-
fix: a 12th-century mosaic set in the apse
of the church of San Clemente in Rome. 

It is a work inspired by the words of
Jesus about his being the vine and our
being the branches. The vine is the source
of life for the branches. The crucified Jesus
in San Clemente brings life and unity to
everyone and everything you see in the
mosaic.

His cross is a throne—a throne of life
and victory. At the top of the mosaic a
hand emerges from heaven and crowns
the crucified Jesus with a laurel wreath.
God has accepted the self-sacrificing love
of Jesus, the great High Priest. At the foot
of the cross, a small snake slithers away—
to express evil being banished by that sac-
rifice.

Christ has brought new life and real
salvation. That is expressed by the lively
doves placed along the cross. This life and
salvation are also pictured by the two deer
which drink water at the foot of the cross.

There’s a whole panorama picturing a
world redeemed by Christ and his cross. A
woman feeds her chickens; a bird nour-
ishes her young; a man tastes some wine;
and a bunch of angelic cherubs gambol
with joy. A richness and variety fill those
scenes. They point to Christ gathering all
creatures to himself and presenting them
to the Father.

At the bottom of the apse there are two
processions of sheep. Six sheep are leaving
from the town of Bethlehem, and six are

leaving from the city of Jerusalem. They
meet in the middle under the cross. They
recall the place where Christ was born,
Bethlehem, and the place where he died
and rose from the dead, Jerusalem.

Bethlehem features a set of descending
stairs, and Jerusalem features a window
opening on an ascending stairway. That
descent and ascent symbolises, of course,
how the Son of God stepped down into
our world and humbled himself in suffer-
ing and death, only to be raised from the
dead and return gloriously to the presence
of God where he intercedes constantly on
our behalf.

The whole scene in that apse of San
Clemente in Rome pulsates with vital ac-

tivity. Life flows out from the cross. And,
in turn, all life is gathered together by the
cross and becomes a supreme gift of praise
offered to the Father by Christ, our great
and eternal High Priest.
n Fr Gerald O’Collins is a Jesuit priest, aca-
demic and author based in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia. He presented the Jesuit Institute’s
Winter Living Theology course in 2010.

Mosaic tells the story of salvation 

The 12th-century mosaic of the crucifix in the apse of Rome’s basilica of San Clemente.
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Sarah-Leah
Pimentel

The Mustard Seeds Make a joyful noise
unto the Lord!

ON August 10, my present parish in Harare,
the Assumption of Our Lady in
Rhodesville, Highlands, celebrated its dia-

mond jubilee. 
In preparation for the celebration, a number of

projects were embarked upon which included the
building of a grotto, improving the car park, build-
ing a wall for the church, fundraising and design-
ing a jubilee uniform which was to be worn not
only on the day, but on the third Sunday of each
month prior to the event. 

As one can imagine, the parish, under the lead-
ership of a new young African priest of about 31
years of age, was a hive of activity for months.

The day itself was obviously even more active
than the proverbial hive. 

First, there was the Mass, celebrated by Arch-
bishop Robert Ndlovu of Harare. 

It was a busy day for the archbishop: besides
celebrating Mass he had to confer the sacrament
of Confirmation on numerous candidates, he had
to bless all couples whose wedding anniversaries
are in the month of August because this was also
their own jubilee; and to cap it all, he had to bless
the new grotto before giving the final blessing.

Sometime last year I reported about how I
found the Mass in the Shona language at St
Joseph’s parish in Hatfield, Harare, very inspiring
and uplifting. That was before my wife Teboho
and I moved to the Assumption parish. 

What happened on the day of the diamond ju-
bilee partly explains why African church music is
so good in Zimbabwe. 

First, there is the critical role played by neigh-
bourhood communities, the Small Christian Com-
munities in each parish. These communities play
a central role in the running and maintenance of
the parish. 

Second, music competitions are held from time
to time at diocesan level, giving the parishes in the
diocese the opportunity to compete with one an-
other in the art and practice of singing for God. 

For example, on July 29 this year there was a
church music festival in honour of Fr Emmanuel
Ribeiro, arguably the greatest composer in the
country.

Now, on August 10, three parishes competed
with one another. This happened after Mass and
after food and drinks had been served (the eating
and drinking continued during the singing com-
petition). The winner was the host parish, As-
sumption parish, partly because a lot of effort had
been put into the practice, and partly because Fr
Ribeiro himself had been invited a number of
times to come and coach the choir. 

What was more exciting was the competition
of the Assumption neighbourhood choirs. The
nine neighbourhood communities plus the youth
choir competed for the trophy. Each competing
choir—the three parish choirs included—sang two
songs: the competition song and one other. 

It being the feast of the Assumption of Our
Lady, the competition song was appropriately a
new Shona tune of the Hail Mary. 

One of the things I find fascinating about the
singing at the Assumption of Our Lady parish, and
which was evident on this day, is the involvement
of young people in the choir. For many of the
neighbourhood choirs the conductor was a very
young person, in most cases a girl. 

Well, the winner was the neighbourhood of St
Augustine (or Neighbourhood 9) which was led by
a young woman. Our neighbourhood, called Our
Lady of the Holy Rosary (or Neighbourhood 3),
also led by a young woman, tied for third place
with the youth choir, which was led by a young
conductor of Neighbourhood 9. 

The lesson here is that Zimbabwean church
music is generally very good and powerful, but a
lot of effort is put into the composing and practis-
ing, and this makes the Mass an enjoyable, inspir-
ing and uplifting experience. 

I believe there is much that the Church in other
African countries can learn from Zimbabwe when
it comes to using church music to worship God. 

Emmanuel Ngara
Christian Leadership

Fr Gerald
O’Collins SJ
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for options, photos and videos

Drs Shrikant Peters and Maria Jose were married on July 19 at Mariannhill
Monastery by Fr Graham Pugin SJ.

St Martin de Porres parish in Bishop Lavis, Cape Town, celebrated
the late Archbishop Lawrence Henry’s 80th birthday with Mass con-
celebrated by Fr Peter-John Pearson and parish priest Fr John D’
Souza. A memorial plaque was placed on the wall of the church of
which the archbishop previously was the pastor.

Children of the so-
dality of Mary in
Klerksdorp, Jo-

hannesburg, gath-
ered at St Paul’s
parish accompa-
nied by chaplain

Fr Tom Maretlane
to celebrate the
feast of The As-

sumption of 
Our Lady. 

Dialect call centre
office in Green
Point, Cape Town,
arranged a team
building exercise
called the Amaz-
ing Race in coop-
eration with
Catholic welfare
and Develope-
ment. The Dialect
team delivered
food for women In
Need playhouse
children’s lunches.

The Knights of St Christopher motorcycle ministry went on retreat to Schoenstatt in Constantia, Cape Town, for a day
of meditation, prayer and renewal. It was the first time in the Schoenstatt Movement’s 100-year-old history that motor
cyclists had been welcomed there by the Sisters! The ministry was inspired by the “Covenant of Love” charism of
Schoenstatt.

Members of Christian Life Community of SA from Gauteng, Eastern and
western Cape gathered at St Francis Xavier Seminary in Cape Town for its
assembly. National ecclesiastical assistant Fr Graham Pugin SJ opened the
meeting, followed by Mass celebrated by Archbishop Stephen Brislin. 

Parishioner Terri Condon of Don Bosco parish in
Robertsham, Johannesburg, prays before the statue
of Our Lady of Fatima on the feast of The Assump-
tion of Our Lady.

Parish priest Fr Brandon west and the men's ministry of St Mary Magda-
lene in Lentegeur, Cape Town, treated the ladies of the parish with a
breakfast feast on women’s Day.

St Thomas parish in Laudium, Johannesburg,
decorated the church and held celebrations for
womens Day which included a mini pagent for a
“Junior Miss Thomas”.
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Can war ever be justified?

IS there such a thing as a just
war? Can the massive death and
destruction of armed conflict

ever be morally justified by follow-
ers of the Prince of Peace?

For the first disciples of Christ
the answer was a resounding “No!”

During the first 300 years of
Christianity it was unthinkable for
followers of the non-violent Jesus
to kill a human being. They took
most seriously Jesus’ command:
“But to you who hear I say, love
your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who
curse you, pray for those who mis-
treat you. To the person who
strikes you on one cheek, offer the
other as well…Put your sword back
into its sheath, for all who take the
sword will perish by the sword.”

In his book Abortion & the Early
Church, Michael J Gorman cites an
address of the famous Church fa-
ther Clement of Alexandria to
wealthy Christians: “Contrary to
the rest of men enlist for yourself
an army without weapons, with-
out war, without bloodshed, with-
out wrath, without stain—pious
old men, orphans dear to God,
widows armed with gentleness,
men adorned with love.”

Gorman emphasises that St
Clement’s statement represents
the entire body of Christian litera-
ture from the first three centuries
by affirming Christian faithfulness
to Christ’s paramount teaching of
love which completely rejects vio-
lence and bloodshed.  

But later St Augustine in re-
sponse to armed aggression against
the innocent, set the Catholic
Church on the road to the “just
war” theory—quite likely bor-

rowed from the ancient Roman
philosopher Cicero—which would
tragically lead most Christians  to
almost entirely forget in practice
the pacifist foundation laid by
Jesus and the early Church.  

In his book Kill? For Peace?, the
late peace activist and theologian
Jesuit Father Richard McSorley
wrote: “The theory [just-war]
never worked in practice…there is
no record of any nation ever using
it. No nation today accepts it as
national policy…it has become a
theory used to justify every war
that comes along…this theory is
unrealistic and is today out-
moded.”

In their 1983 pastoral letter
“The Challenge of Peace: God’s
Promise and Our Response” the US
Catholic bishops wrote that due to
the destructive capability of mod-
ern technological warfare, the just
war theory principles of discrimi-
nation and proportionality have
special significance. 

Discrimination insists that civil-
ians must be protected from the
harmful actions of combatants.
However, modern warfare kills, in-
jures and displaces far more 
innocent civilians than combat-
ants—just take Iraq and Gaza as
sad typical examples.

And the principle of propor-
tionality demands that the dam-
age likely to be inflicted, and the
costs of war, must be significantly
less than the harm being done by
the aggressor. Modern wars have
consistently caused far more harm
than good—again take Iraq and
Gaza as current examples.

In the “Challenge of Peace” theUS bishops quoted Pope St John
Paul II: “Today, the scale and hor-
ror of modern warfare—whether
nuclear or not—makes it totally
unacceptable as a means of settling
differences between nations. War
should belong to the tragic past, to
history; it should find no place on
humanity’s agenda for the future.”

The day after the US-led inva-
sion of Iraq ended, Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI—then Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger—prophetically
said: “There were not sufficient

reasons to unleash a war against
Iraq. To say nothing of the fact
that, given the new weapons that
make possible destructions that go
beyond the combatant groups,
today we should be asking our-
selves if it is still licit to admit the
very existence of a ‘just war’.” 

The Holy See’s former perma-
nent observer to the United Na-
tions, Archbishop Celestino
Migliore, said the Vatican attitude
for centuries was, “War is in-
evitable, so let’s put some strict
conditions to limit its effects. In
these last decades we have adopted
a different perspective and we say
peace is possible, so let’s work tire-
lessly for peaceful solutions.”

The questions of pacifism, the
just war theory, and war itself are
very personal for me. Over 33
years ago, I was honourably dis-
charged from the US Army as a
conscientious objector. While fir-

ing an M-16 at pop-up targets, I re-
alised as a follower of the non-vio-
lent Jesus I could not aim a
weapon at another human being,
pull the trigger, and kill him or
her. 

Within a prayerful, honest and
respectful atmosphere, the
Catholic Church and all Christian
churches desperately need to seri-
ously study, debate, dialogue and
reevaluate the just war theory in
light of the nonviolent Jesus, the
early Church’s pacifist stance, the
impossibility of satisfying all of
the just war theory’s principles,
the immeasurable harm caused by
war—including the vast resources
wasted that should instead be used
to help the world’s poor—and the
unhealthy nationalism and mili-
tarism adhered to by countless
Christians.

Now to Pope Francis’ recent
quoted remarks—often taken

out of context—during an airplane
news conference in flight to Rome
from his pastoral visit to South
Korea.

While the pope said it was
“licit” to stop an unjust aggressor,
he qualified that statement by
adding: “I underscore the verb
‘stop’. I’m not saying ‘bomb’ or
‘make war’—just ‘stop.’”

There are effective non-violent
ways to counter and even some-
times convert an aggressor: inter-
national targeted sanctions, a total
arms embargo, non-cooperation

with an occupying force, civil dis-
obedience, coordinated under-
ground activity, offering
emergency asylum to all fleeing
refugees, dialogue, negotiations,
forgiveness, reconciliation, and of
course prayer.

In his June 8, 2014 prayer for
peace, alongside Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli
President Shimon Pires, Pope Fran-
cis prayed: “Lord God of peace,
hear our prayer!

“We have tried so many times
and over so many years to resolve
our conflicts by our own powers
and by the force of our arms…how
much blood has been shed…our
efforts have been in vain.

“Now, Lord, come to our aid…
Give us the courage to say: ‘Never
again war’. Make us sensitive to
the plea of our citizens who en-
treat us to turn our weapons of war
into implements of peace.

“Lord, defuse the violence of
our tongues and our hands. Renew
our hearts and minds, so that the
word which always brings us to-
gether will be ‘brother,’ and our
way of life will always be that of:
Shalom, Peace, Salaam!”

And to that, let the people of
God say Amen!
n Tony Magliano is an inter
nationally syndicated social justice 
and peace columnist, whose 
writings appear fortnightly on 
The Southern Cross’ website
(http://www.scross.co.za/author/
tony-magliano).

Recently Pope Francis’ was
misquoted as justifying mili-
tary action in Iraq. The con-
cept of “just war” has,
however, lost credibility in
Catholic circles, as TONY
MAGLIANO explains.
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In his article Tony Magliano, himself a pacifist, explains how the “just-war” theory came into being and how it should
be recognised now as a misnomer. (Photo: Vassil Donev, EPA/CNS) 



REVIEw BY JOHN MULDERIG

SET in rural Ireland, the bleak
but powerful serio-comedy
Calvary kicks off with a star-

tling premise.
In the confessional, a grown

victim of childhood sex abuse by a
priest tells Fr James Lavelle (Bren-
dan Gleeson), the dedicated pastor
of the County Sligo parish where
he now lives, that in a week’s time
he intends to avenge himself by
killing the innocent clergyman.

With the perpetrator of the
crimes against him dead, and de-
spairing of being healed by ther-
apy, Fr James’ unseen interlocutor
reasons that it would be a futile
gesture to slay a bad priest. But to
take the life of a good cleric, that
would certainly be an act that
would draw people’s attention.

This opening scene, which es-
tablishes the kind of extreme situ-
ation that such Catholic authors as
Graham Greene or Flannery 
O’Connor might once have played
on, also makes it clear, through the
sufferer’s harshly candid descrip-
tion of his experiences, that this is
not a film for the popcorn set.

Mature viewers prepared for
rugged material, on the other
hand, will likely consider their in-
vestment of time and attention
well rewarded.

As writer-director John Michael
McDonagh chronicles the seven
days that follow Fr James’ life-
threatening encounter, we learn
that this thoroughly decent but
otherwise ordinary man of the
cloth is a widower and father or-
dained after his wife’s death. This
aspect of his past is revealed when
his emotionally fragile, Dublin-
based daughter, Fiona (Kelly
Reilly), comes to town, looking for
his support in the wake of a ro-
mantic crisis.

Along with nurturing Fiona, Fr
James also tends to the varied
needs of the errant or merely ec-
centric souls who make up his
small flock.

They include local butcher,
Jack (Chris O’Dowd),  a wronged
husband who’s not overly anxious
to reconcile with his wife, Veron-

ica (Orla O’Rourke); Michael
(Dylan Moran), a shady business
tycoon out to use a donation to
the Church to assuage his con-
science; Frank (Aiden Gillen), an
atheist doctor who has nothing
but contempt for believers; and
Gerard (M Emmet Walsh), an eld-
erly expatriate American novelist
who hopes to evade a lingering
end by committing suicide.

They’re a challenging lot, but Fr
James does his best with each. 

Less laudable is his response to
the plight of socially awkward, sex-
ually frustrated bachelor Milo (Kil-
lian Scott). Unsettlingly, Fr James
advises Milo to move to a city
where he’ll probably find the girls
more open to his casual advances.

As with an exchange in which
Fr James and his weasel-like curate,
Fr Timothy (David Wilmot), dis-
cuss the content of a parishioner’s
recent confession far too openly,
this off-kilter interaction with Milo
may raise the hackles of Catholic
moviegoers. At least in the case of
the penitent, however, there are
extenuating pastoral circum-
stances.

Such incidental flaws notwith-
standing, overall, McDonagh is
mostly respectful, if unsparing, in
his treatment of the contemporary
Church as he ably explores a range
of hefty themes—faith, moral fail-
ure, reconciliation and sacrifice
among them.

He is sustained throughout by
Gleeson’s memorable performance
during which we watch Fr James
display understandable uncer-
tainty about how to respond to the
existential threat confronting him.
Should he arm himself? Involve
the police? Flee the vicinity until
the danger has past? Or should he
offer himself in Christ-like expia-
tion for the sins of others?

Watching him decide makes for
thoughtful drama, though the de-
mands of the process mean that
the appropriate audience for Cal-
vary remains a narrow one.

The Catholic News Service clas-
sification is L (limited adult audi-
ence, films whose problematic
content many adults would find
troubling).—CNS 

FILM DIRECTOR John Michael
McDonagh and actor Brendan
Gleeson challenged each other.

Gleeson had just completed act-
ing a lead role in McDonagh’s first
feature film, The Guard. McDonagh
challenged the Irish actor: “If I write
a script about a good priest, will you
play him?” 

Gleeson answered: “Yes.”
Now the challenge was McDon-

agh’s to write that script.
The result is Calvary, which stars

Gleeson as a priest who has been
warned by an unrepentant penitent
in the confessional that he will kill
the priest a week from Sunday. The
rest of the movie shows what the
priest does, and does not do, as the
threatened hour of reckoning ap-
proaches.

The film opens in South Africa
on September 12.

Both Gleeson and McDonagh
grew up as Irish Catholics, although
McDonagh’s faith is, by his own ad-
mission, less strong.

“I still believe there is something
beyond or above us,” he said in an
interview. 

“I went to Mass every week until

I was 16. I was an altar boy,” he
said. “There was never any actual
break. It was just one of those
things. You become a teenager and
you just stop going to Mass at one
point.”

Recent revelations of a long-
standing period of unreported sex-
ual and physical abuse by clergy
and others have rocked the Irish
Church, and “all that moral author-
ity is now gone”, McDonagh said. 

He added that his own father,
now 76, stopped going to Mass, “al-
though my mother still goes, but
you wonder how much is [because
of] faith and how much is ritual”.

This serves as the backdrop for
Calvary. Gleeson’s character, Fr
James Lavelle, recognises that
“priests have all been tarred with
the same brush”, McDonagh said. 

“But there are men who enter
the priesthood who try to help their
communities. And suddenly now
they’re all being viewed with suspi-
cion. They don’t all deserve it,” the
director said. 

“As the priest in this film, he
recognises that there is a lot of

anger there, and someone has to
take responsibility for what’s hap-
pened.”

The man who threatens Fr James
says he had been raped by a priest
every other day for five years. In an-
other scene, Fr James chats innocu-
ously with one girl in a rural lane
when her father pulls up behind
them in his car, hustles the girl in-
side and insults the priest before
glaring at him.

“I was mulling over trying to tell
a story about a person who’s gen-
uinely good—sincerely good. Be-
cause most films are not driven by
those sorts of characters,” McDon-
agh said. “It’s usually [that] the hero
of the movie is more of an antihero,
he’s conflicted or he’s got a lot of
problems in his back story. Or, what
you find, it’s usually the villain who
drives the narrative and the hero re-
acts to that.”

This wasn’t the story he wanted
to tell, however. 

“OK, we’ve got a good man. How
do we drive the narrative? You sur-
round him with an oddball collec-
tion of very idiosyncratic, oddball
characters that he responds to and
duels with. That’s what gave me a
framework for the movie,” McDon-
agh said. 

One of those idiosyncratic char-
acters is played by Chris O’Dowd,
who played the unlikely male ro-
mantic lead in the 2011 comedy hit
Bridesmaids.

Despite some violence and harsh
language, Calvary can be viewed as
a redemptive film, McDonagh said,
“whether you believe in an afterlife
or not”.—CNS
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Director: Why I made a movie about a priest

Pilgrimage Highlights
HOLY LAND: Jerusalem, Bethlehem,
Nazareth, Sea of Galilee, Jordan River
and much more...
ROME: Papal Audience, Mass in 
St Peter’s Basilica, Sistine Chapel, 
Catacombs, Major Basilicas, Ancient
and Baroque Rome...
FLORENCE: Dumo cathedral, 
Church of the Holy Cross with the
tombs of Michelangelo and Galileo,
Renaissance Florence...
TURIN: Reserved viewing of the Shroud
of Turin in the Cathedral of St John 
the Baptist, plus sites of Don Bosco 
on his bicentennial: Pinardi Chapel
and Basilica of Our Lady Help of
Christians...

Calvary film reviewed

An Irish filmmaker believes
that good priests are suffer-
ing for the sins of those who
created scandals—and now
has made a movie about it.
MARK PATTISON spoke
with Calvary director John
Michael McDonagh.

Director John Michael McDonagh on
the set of Calvary.

Brendan Gleeson as Fr James Lavelle in the movie Calvary, which opens in
South Africa on September 12. Gleeson portrays a priest who is faced with
troubling circumstances brought about by a mysterious member of his parish.
(Photos courtesy of Twentieth Century Fox)

Nazareth House, Johannesburg
is an oasis of peace and safety in Yeoville and has a variety of 

accommodation available right now. 
From double rooms to a penthouse and flats in the 
Larmenier Retirement Village, Nazareth House has 

everything you would wish for. 
Holy Mass twice daily, safe and spacious gardens, 

free parking and many other amenities. 

SAFE, SECURE, CATHOLIC RETIREMENT 

For further information please contact The Social Worker: 
socialworker@nazarethhousejohannesburg.org      Tel: 011 648 1002



DEATH
CARRINgTON—Edward.
Passed away August 29,
2014. Loving father of
Jonathan and Caroline and
grandfather of Holly,
brother of Marie and Patri-
cia. Rest in peace. 
THÖMMES—Sr Anne
Bernadette. Holy Cross
Sister, Sr Anne
Bernadette, aged 90,
passed away at Holy
Cross Convent, Fatima
House Retirement Home,
Aliwal North, on 29 August
2014. Lovingly remem-
bered by her family circle
in Germany and the Holy
Cross Sisters. May she
rest in peace.

IN MEMORIAM
NORTON—In loving mem-
ory of our darling parents,
John Robert and Lilian
Clara. we shall always
love and remember them
with immense pride as well
as enduring gratitude for
the wonderful example of
their lives. Your ever-loving
daughters Lucy and Mari-
anne

PRAYERS

O MOST Holy Virgin Mary,
who chose to appear on
the Sierra de Aire, in the
Cova de Iria, to three
young shepherds to reveal
the treasures of grace held
in the recitation of the
Rosary, impress upon our
souls a fervent love for this
devotion. By meditating on
the mysteries of our re-
demption, may we learn
how to use the teachings
which lie therein and ob-
tain the graces we ask in
this prayer. For the Glory
of God and the redeeming
of our souls. Amen. Photo-
stat and distribute.
HOLY ST JUDE, apostle
and martyr, great in virtue
and rich in miracles, kins-
man of Jesus Christ, faith-
ful intercessor of all who
invoke you, special patron
in time of need. To you I
have recourse from the
depth of my heart and
humbly beg you to come to
my assistance. Help me
now in my urgent need
and grant my petitions. In
return I promise to make
your name known and
publish this prayer. Amen.
Marge.
HOLY ST JUDE, apostle
and martyr, great in virtue
and rich in miracles, kins-
man of Jesus Christ, faith-
ful intercessor of all who
invoke you, special patron
in time of need. To you I

have recourse from the
depth of my heart and
humbly beg you to come to
my assistance. Help me
now in my urgent need
and grant my petitions. In
return I promise to make
your name known and
publish this prayer.
Vereeniging
HOLY ST JUDE, apostle
and martyr, great in virtue
and rich in miracles, kins-
man of Jesus Christ, faith-
ful intercessor of all who
invoke you, special patron
in time of need. To you I
have recourse from the
depth of my heart and
humbly beg you to come to
my assistance. Help me
now in my urgent need
and grant my petitions. In
return I promise to make
your name known and
publish this prayer. Amen.
winston.
O MOST beautiful flower
of Mount Carmel, fruitful
vine, splendour of Heaven,
blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity.
O Star of the Sea, help me
and show me where you
are, Mother of God. Queen
of heaven and earth I
humbly beseech you from
the bottom of my heart to
succour me in my neces-
sity. There is none who
can withstand your power,
O Mary conceived without
sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee. Holy
Mary, I place this cause in
your hands. Say this
prayer for 3 consecutive
days and then publish.
Marge.

THANKS
THANK YOU my dearest
Lord, my dearest Mother
Mary, St Anthony, St
Martha, St Jude for
prayers answered. 

PERSONAL 
ABORTION is murder—Si-
lence on this issue is not
golden, it’s yellow! Avoid
‘Pro-abortion’ politicians.
CAN YOU be silent on
abortion and walk with
God? Matthew 7:21 See
www.180movie.com
LOOKINg to buy a sec-
ondhand church bell. Paul
072 389 1699.
MATERIAL OFFCUTS and
sewing scraps required by
Mission Sewing Group and
School, Daughters of the

Charity of the Sacred
Heart. Sr Rita, PO Box
3918, Ladysmith, 3370. 
TAXATION SERVICES:
Tax & Vat Returns pre-
pared & e-filed by SARS
Registered Tax Practi-
tioner, (45 years SARS ex-
perience now on your
side). Contact Mike 082
929 9874/033 396 5471.
mikewhite1@telkomsa.net
www.abortioninstru
ments.com is the graphic
truth that will set you free.

HOLIDAY 
ACCOMMODATION

LONDON, Protea House:
Single R350, twin R560
per/night. Self-catering,
busses and underground
nearby. Phone Peter 021
851 5200. 0044 208
7484834.
CAPE TOWN: Fully
equipped self-catering 2
bedroom apartment with
parking, in Strandfontein.
R500 per night (4 persons)
Paul 021 393 2503, 083
553 9856, vivilla@
telkomsa.net. 
BALLITO: Up-market
penthouse on beach, self-
catering, 084 790 6562.
KNYSNA: Self-catering
accommodation for 2 in
Old Belvidere with wonder-
ful Lagoon views. 044 387
1052.
KNYSNA: S/c accommo-
dation for 2/3 on dairy farm
in gorgeous valley. winter
special R600. 084 458
8397.
MARIANELLA Guest
House, Simon’s Town:
“Come experience the
peace and beauty of God
with us.” Fully equipped
with amazing sea views.
Secure parking, ideal for
rest and relaxation. Spe-
cial rates for pensioners
and clergy. Malcolm Salida
082 784 5675, mjsalida@
gmail.com
SEDgEFIELD: Beautiful
self-catering garden holi-
day flat, sleeps four, two
bedrooms, open-plan
lounge, kitchen, fully
equipped. 5min walk to la-
goon. Out of season spe-
cials. Contact Les or
Bernadette 044 343 3242,
082 900 6282.
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SOLUTIONS TO 619. ACROSS: 3 Concordat, 8 Epic,
9 Hereafter, 10 Behead, 11 Knelt, 14 Aisle, 15 Eats,
16 Sudan, 18 Cede, 20 Omega, 21 Ethos, 24 Bluffs,
25 Drinkable, 26 Mean, 27 Percussed. 
DOWN: 1 Semblance, 2 Right side, 4 Obed, 5 Clean,
6 Raffle, 7 Area, 9 Hades, 11 Kudos, 12 Take after,
13 Assassins, 17 Noble, 19 Ethnic, 22 Opals, 23 True,
24 Blue.

Southern CrossWord solutions Liturgical Calendar Year A
Weekdays Cycle Year 2

Sunday, September 14, Exaltation of the
Holy Cross
Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38, Philippi-
ans 2:6-11, John 3:13-17
Monday, September 15, Our Lady of Sorrows
Hebrews 5:7-9, Psalm 31:2-6, 15-16, 20, John
19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35 
Tuesday, September 16, St Cornelius and St
Cyprian
1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27-31, Psalm 100:1-5,
Luke 7:11-17 
Wednesday, September 17, Stigmata of St
Francis 
Galatians 6:14-18, Galatians 2:16, 20; Philippi-
ans 1:20-21, Luke 9:23-26 
Thursday, September 18, St Joseph of Cuper-
tino
1 Corinthians 12:31; 13:1-10, 13, Psalm 25:1-5,
8-10, Matthew 11:25-30 
Friday, September 19, St Francis Mary of
Camporosso
1 Corinthians 15:12-20, Psalm 17:1, 6-8, 15,
Luke 8:1-3 
Saturday, September 20, Ss Andrew Kim Tae-
gon and Paul Chong Hasang
1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-49, Psalm 56:10-14,
Luke 8:4-15 
Sunday, September 21, 25th Sunday
Isaiah 55:6-9, Psalm 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18, Philip-
pians 1:20-24, 27, Matthew 20:1-16
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Fr Kevin Cawte OMI
FATHER Kevin Thomas

Cawte, OMI, was lying up-
wards on his bed in Lady Sel-

bourne old age home of the Holy
Cross Sisters in Pretoria, respond-
ing to amused newly ordained Fr
Thabang Nkadimeng OMI as to
why he was so smartly dressed in
his clerical black and boots.

With a twinkle in his eye fol-
lowed by his good-natured laugh,
Fr Cawte said: “You never know
when you will be called home—
it is good to be ready.”

The call did come some
months later, on August 13, when
Fr Cawte died at the age of 93. 

His 12 years of retirement—
spent in Malvern and Victory
Park, Johannesburg, and in Preto-
ria—was a time of increasing
deafness and poor sight. 

He remained faithful to his
prayer and Oblate way of life, and
bore the cross of difficulty in
communication patiently. Yet, as
he expressed to me a month be-
fore he died: “It is a lonely life.”

Fr Cawte is most remembered
by his fellow Oblates as a novice

master, a role he fulfilled wisely
and compassionately from 1961-
72. 

These were years of great con-
fusion within the Church; Fr
Cawte remained for us a beacon
of sanity and common sense. 

Not well known to his younger
confreres is the earlier work of Fr
Cawte as a young priest—years in
which he grew in spiritual knowl-
edge and wisdom, following his
ordination on December 21,
1947—during which he was in-
volved in hospital chaplaincy to

the General Hospital of Johannes-
burg, prison chaplaincy to the Old
Fort in Johannesburg, work with
young adults in the area of justice
in the Young Christian Workers
movement, and his role as cate-
chetical examiner for schools. 

His work of formation of
Oblate students was prepared for
by a study course in Rome from
1957-58. The various parishes Fr
Cawte worked in over 30 years
were Maryvale, Albertville, No-
ordgesig, and Belgravia.

The parishioners of Belgravia,
my present parish, who were
ministered to by Fr Cawte for 16
years, often speak about him as a
loving, involved pastor and as a
quiet, gentle, caring man. Indeed
Fr Kevin Cawte OMI did die—a
soldier for Jesus Christ and Mary
Immaculate—with his boots on.

Fr Cawte was buried on August
22 from St Charles’s Church in
Victory Park, and in a Mass
presided over by the newly
elected Oblate provincial, Fr
Ronald Cairns.

Fr Ronald Houreld OMI

Fr Harry Schlight OSFS

FATHER Harry Joseph Sch-
light, an Oblate of St Francis
de Sales in the diocese of

Keimoes-Upington, died on July
15, three days short of his 97th
birthday. He maintained his daily
routine till his last day and went
out quietly, like a candle that had
burnt the last of its wick.

He was a unique person,
fiercely independent but always
respectful. An avid walker, he
spent his daily siesta hour in the
granite hills around Springbok. 

There was always an open book
or magazine on his table he was
busy studying. Each day he read a
passage out of his Greek New Tes-
tament to keep up with the Greek
he learnt in the seminary. 

He learnt to use a computer
only when typewriters were no
longer available, and remained in
awe of emails and Twitter. 

The great love of his life was
classical music, and each Sunday
evening and sometimes during
the week a group of fans faith-
fully gathered to listen with him
to his collection of LP records
and more recently his CDs.

Fr Harry celebrated his first

birthday the day Nelson Mandela
was born and in his last years the
Namaqualanders always associ-
ated him with Tata Madiba as the
two men steadily climbed to-
wards their approaching 100th
birthday. Neither reached it.

He joined the Oblates of St
Francis de Sales in 1935 and was
ordained priest at 27 years of age.
On June 3 this year he marked,
without ceremony, the 70th an-
niversary of his priesthood. 

As a missionary he came to

South Africa in 1948. He learnt
Afrikaans under the late Fr Opel
who was a teacher in Rietpoort at
the time. Except for a year here
and there, he ministered in the
Springbok area, especially in
Nababeep, and from 1977 till his
retirement in O’Kiep where he
was parish priest.

In his retirement, spent in
Matjieskloof, he lived as he had
done all the years: celebrated Mass
for the OSFS Sisters, collected the
post and visited the hospital daily
and the old age home weekly. If he
did not celebrate the main Mass
on Sunday, he went to the outsta-
tions, driving himself until his last
weekend. 

Young and old sought his lis-
tening ear and wise counsel. He
was a good father on whom you
could count to be there when
you called on him.

I told him I would like to or-
ganise a proper celebration of his
70th anniversary of priesthood,
but he died the day before the
date we had chosen. The heav-
enly hosts had prepared a better
feast for him. 

Bishop Edward Risi OMI

Personal and Dignified
24-hour service

469 Voortrekker Rd, Maitland 
Tel: 021 593 8820

48 Main Rd, Muizenberg
Tel: 021 788 3728

Member of the NFDA

Tony Wyllie & Co.
Catholic Funeral Home



AFRIEND of mine likes to joke about
his struggles in growing up. “When
I was in my 20s,” he quips, “I felt

that by the time I was 40 I would have
grown-up enough to let go of my bad
habits.” 

He continues: “But, when I turned 40,
I gave myself an extra ten years, promising
myself that by age 50 I’d have conquered
these habits. 

“Well, now I’m my 50s and I’ve prom-
ised myself that by age 60, I’ll be more ma-
ture and more serious about the deeper
things in life.”

Most of us, if we are honest, have a sim-
ilar story. We’re well intentioned, but we
keep pushing the things we need to
change in our lives off into the future: Yes,
I need to do this, but I’m not ready yet. I
want more time. Sometime in the future
I’ll do this.

That’s a near-universal sentiment, and
for good reason. The tension we experi-
ence between our desire to grow-up and
our perennial procrastination and infinite
stalling in doing that reflects in fact a ten-
sion that lies at the heart of Jesus’ mes-
sage, a tension between God’s promises as
being already here and God’s promises as
still coming.

Simply put: Everything Jesus promised
is already here and everything Jesus prom-
ised is still coming. We’re already living
the new, resurrected life, even as we’re
waiting for it still to come. What lies inside
this paradox?

Biblical scholars and theologians tell us
that everything Jesus came to bring us (the
Reign of God, the Kingdom of God, the
New Age, the Final Age, the reign of jus-
tice on this earth, new life, the resurrec-
tion, eternal life, heaven) is already here,
except that it’s also still coming. 

It’s here now, but not fully; a present re-
ality, but in tension. And it’s still coming,
in its fullness; still to arrive, in ecstasy. It’s
already here and it’s still to be realised. 

For instance, when Jesus says that he has
come to bring us new life, he is not

talking simply about our future our lives
in heaven; he is also talking about our
lives here, already now. The new life is al-
ready here, he assures us. Heaven has al-
ready begun.

Jesus preached this very clearly and the
problem was not that his hearers didn’t
understand him. They understood; but, al-
most universally, they resisted that mes-
sage. 

Much as they yearned for God’s King-
dom to be already here—like my friend

who keeps asking for another ten years to
get his life in order—they preferred to
push things into the future. Having God
become concrete in their lives was far too
threatening. 

Gerhard Lohfink, the renowned bibli-
cal scholar, aptly articulates both the re-
sistance that Jesus’ hearers had to this part
of his message and the reason for that re-
sistance: “Jesus’ hearers prefer to push
everything off into the future, and the
story comes to no good end. The reign of
God announced by Jesus is not accepted.
The ‘today’ offered by God is denied. And
that, that alone, is why ‘already’ becomes
‘not yet’. 

“It is not only in Nazareth that the
‘today’ of the Gospel was not accepted.
Later also, in the course of the Church’s
history, it has again and again been denied
or rendered toothless. 

“The reason was the same as in
Nazareth: apparently it goes against the
human grain for God to become concrete
in our lives. Then people’s desires and
favourite notions are in danger, and so are
their ideas about time. It can’t be today,
because that would mean that our lives
have to change today already. Therefore it
can lie, hygienically and snugly packed, at
rest, inconsequential.”

I suspect that all of us can relate to
that. It’s very threatening to have God
become “concrete” in our lives, as op-
posed to God simply being a reality that
will one day become very real. Because if
God is “concrete” already now, it means
that our worlds have to change now and
we have to stop pushing things into the
indefinite future.  

This isn’t so much a fault in faith as it
is a procrastination, a stalling, wanting of
a little more time before we need to get se-
rious. 

We’re like the guests in the Gospel
parable who are invited to the wedding
banquet. We too want to go to the feast,
intend to go to the feast; but, first, we
need to attend to our marriages, our busi-
nesses, our ambitions. We can get serious
later. There’s time. We fully intend to take
Jesus seriously; it’s just that we want a lit-
tle more time before we do that.

We are all, I suspect, familiar with St
Augustine’s infamous prayer. After con-
verting to Christianity at age 25, he strug-
gled for another nine years to bring his
sexuality into harmony with his faith.
During those nine years, he prayed this
way: Lord, make me a chaste Christian—
but not yet!

To his credit, unlike many of us, at least
eventually he stopped pushing things into
the indefinite future. 

CHURCH CHUCKLE

Thy Kingdom come–but not yet
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25th Sunday: September 21
Readings: Isaiah 55:6-9, Psalm 145: 2-3, 8-
9, 17-18, Philippians 1:20-24, 27, Matthew
20:1-16

GOD is different, and sometimes that
makes us puzzled or angry. We can see
the puzzle and the anger in all the

readings for next Sunday. 
In the first reading, we are encouraged to

“seek the Lord when he is to be found; call on
him when he is near”, but at the same time
we are warned that there may be conse-
quences.

In our reading, these are expressed in two
important ideas: “ways” and “thoughts”,
which are mentioned six and four times re-
spectively, to emphasise the difference be-
tween us and God: “Let the wicked person
forsake their way, and the iniquitous their
thoughts.” And (here is the thing) “return to
the Lord”, confident that the Lord is “merci-
ful” and “generous in forgiveness”.

Right in the middle of our passage comes
that powerful contrast between God’s
“thoughts” and “ways”, and it concludes with
the striking contrast: “As the heavens are
high above the earth, so my ways are higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” God is different.

This is something of which the author of
our psalm is well aware: “Every day I shall

bless you”, he sings, “and I shall praise your
name forever; the Lord is great, and very
much to be praised.” More than that: “The
Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and generous in love.” The song concludes:
“The Lord is just in all his ways [that word
again], and loving in all his deeds, near is the
Lord to all who call upon him, to all who call
upon him in truth.” This is a very different
being, way above our own tawdry concerns.

The second reading is from the opening
chapter of the Letter to the Philippians; Paul
is in prison, possibly in Rome, and although
that almost certainly means death, Philippi-
ans is by some way his most joyful letter, and
Paul is quite happy to proclaim that “Christ
is going to be magnified in my body, whether
I live or die”. And, remarkably enough, he is

at ease about his fate: “To me, life is Christ,
and death is a gain.”

He would very much like to die and be with
Christ, but tells the Philippians that “to remain
in the flesh is the more necessary on your ac-
count”, and warns them to “carry on living out
your citizenship in a manner worthy of
Christ”. This is a very different way of life.

Different too is the story depicted in the
gospel for next Sunday. We don’t have to
identify God with the owner of the vineyard;
but certainly we are invited to see that Jesus
is inaugurating a new and very different
world order, where what counts is compas-
sion, and not precisely doling out agreed
wages to people.

It starts with the householder going out
“in the early morning to hire workers for his
vineyard”. And he agrees the standard rate
with them.

Then a second group is brought in (we are
not told why), and promised a gift of “what-
ever might be just”; a third and fourth group
get the same treatment, and a fifth group, just
before work ceases for the night, is apparently
reproached for being “idle all day long”, and
ordered into the vineyard.

The point of the parable seems to come in
its unexpectedness (God is different), when,
to our surprise, the workers are paid in reverse
order, apparently only to make the point that
they all get the same wages, despite the fact
that some have worked all day long. 

This group voices their complaint: “These
Johnnies-come-lately did just one hour—and
you have put us on the same level as them,
when we bore the burden of the day, and its
heat!”

The householder is quietly insistent on his
rights: “Didn’t you agree a denarius with
me?” Then he presses the point home: “Take
what is yours, and go away. I want to give this
last-comer the same as you. Or is it not per-
missible for me to do what I want with those
who are mine?”

Then comes a characteristic saying of
Jesus, which was also uttered just before this
story, so that it offers a frame for the parable:
“For those who are last shall be first, and the
first last.”

God is different, and if we can resist the
temptation of demanding a “designer-God”,
who does just what we expect of him, then
we shall be in a better place.

Don’t demand a God of your design

TWO greedy priests discuss what they do with
the collection money. The first says: “I just take

the banknotes; the change belongs to the Lord.”
The other priest responds: “I do that differently.

I take the whole collection, throw it up in the air
and say: “Lord, take what you need, and whatever
falls to the ground is mine.”

Southern Crossword #619

DOWN
1. Outward appearance en-
ables MC (9)
2. Conservative, not the
wrong team (5,4)
4. David's grandfather (Ruth
4) (4)
5. Spotless eastern clan (5)
6. Church bazaar lottery (6)
7. Region of Caesarea (4)
9. You're hot if you get here
(5)
11. Praise some of Su Doku
(5)
12. Receive later and re-
semble (4,5)
13. Two fools in the south
are killers (9)
17. Fine aristocrat (5)
19. Having almost technical
common culture (6)
22. Gemstones (5)
23. A false god cannot be
(4)
24. Melancholic colour (4)

ACROSS
3. An agreement with the Vati-
can (9)
8. Heroic poem in nice picture
(4)
9. Free her at the abode of the
dead (9)
10. Execute, like the Baptist
(6)
11. Bent the knee (5)
14. Way of the bride (5)
15. Puts food in your mouth
(4)
16. African country (5)
18. Give up around early part
of December (4)
20. Last of the Greek letters
(5)
21. So the nearly backward
characteristic spirit (5)
24. Fibs on the steep cliffs (6)
25. Like Christ's blood, can be
swallowed (9)
26. Intend the average (4)
27. Tapped the body medically
(9) Solutions on page 11
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Send us your favourite Catholic joke, preferably clean and brief, to 
The Southern Cross, Church Chuckle, PO Box 2372, Cape Town, 8000. 
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